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APRIL 2022: WHO DO WE ASSESS?

CAPTURING THE HOUSEHOLD
CORRECTLY 

A group of persons, including
at least one adult in a
caregiving role and one child,
who generally reside together
and identify themselves as a
family.

Means all individuals,
adults, and children, living
together under the same
roof.

Primary Assessment is
required when the alleged
maltreatment or threats to
child safety are by or
contributed to by a parent,
stepparent, the child's
guardian or legal
custodian, an Indian
custodian, a kinship care
provider, foster parent, or
any individual who resides
regularly or intermittently
in the same dwelling as
the child.

Family conditions (what we
are assessing) refer to
parent/caregiver/household
member's attitudes,
behaviors, beliefs, motives,
emotions, and perceptions
or family situations.

Family

Household

Use your body senses (as applicable!)

Terms

Hearing

Sight

Listen to who is identified by individuals in the
home as "family" - this is unique to each
household.

Listen for the names that are mentioned and
ask about the relationship.

Listen for what the household composition is
during different time periods such as days,
nights, weekends. This will assist with
intermittent household members.

Listen for consistency in stories among
household members. Do all the children say the
same people live in the home?

Do you see individuals in the home (adults or
children) you were not aware of as a household
member?

Do you see objects that do not appear to belong
to the current household members?

Do you see discomfort or avoiding behaviors
when discussing who lives in the home?

Practice Tips



 REFLECTION ON CONTENT
What information stands out to you and why?

 ACTION ITEM

What new tips and techniques do you plan on adding to your skills in observation and/or
listening to capture the household correctly? 
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