
   

Criteria for Protective Plans 
 

 Does the Protective Plan clearly address each Present Danger 
Threat identified? 

          
 Is there sufficient control at the right times to assure the child  

is shielded from threats? 
          
 Given the limited information about the family, does the 

Protective Plan appear to be the least intrusive means to control 
the Present Danger Threats?    

o Were extended family and informal supports examined  
as thoroughly as circumstances allowed? 
 

 Are all roles and schedules clearly articulated?     
 

 Do all providers sufficiently support the plan?     
 

 Is the role for the parents reasonable?  
o Can you be confident they are willing and able to do everything 

that is required of them? 
          
 Does the communication plan assure everyone knows what to  

do if there are problems? 
o Does it provide sufficient oversight to assure everyone is  

fulfilling their role? 
 

 
 

 

 



   

Establishing a Protective Plan 
 

Parents/Caregivers 
   Do they understand the Present Danger Threats? (*Standard Requirement)  
   Do they understand your CPS role? (*Standard Requirement) 

Ask for their ideas for keeping the child safe, before you offer yours 
   Who from their extended family and informal network could help with this? 
   How can you find out more about the extended family and informal network? 
   Which options do they think would work best? 
Establish the Protective Plan 
   What concerns do they have about the plan?   
   Are they willing to cooperate so that the Protective Plan can be implemented effectively?’ 
 
 
 

Potential Providers 
   How do they view the issues in the family?  
   How do they feel about CPS involvement? 
Once you have described their role 
   Do they understand and support your view of Present Danger Threats? 
   Are they available at the times the child needs protection? 
   Do they have concerns about the Protective Plan or their role in it? 
   Are you confident they will follow through with their assigned role?  
   If necessary, can they be assertive with the parent in fulfilling their assigned role? 
 
 
 

Before You Leave 
   Does everyone understand their role?  
   Does everyone understand the schedule? 
   Does everyone know what to do if problems arise? 
   Does the child know what to expect? 
   Have emotions been processed to the point it is safe to leave? 
 
 

 

 


